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New Sod Watering Schedule 
Tips
When you install new sod, you’ll need to get on a watering schedule 
immediately.  Here are some tips you’ll need to make sure your new sod 
is watered properly and the roots grow strong for a healthy lawn.

How Much to Water

Water is essential to all life…too little water and we die, too much and 
we drown. The same is true of the grass in our lawns. Water makes up 
70% to 80% of the weight of our lawn grasses and the clippings alone are 
nearly 90% water.gets established, and it will also have an impact on how 
well the lawn continues to flourish for years to come.

While most people are concerned about not watering their lawns enough. Following these new sod watering tips will help 
prevent lawns damaged or destroyed by over-watering.

Newly installed turfgrass sod has very important watering needs. Proper watering immediately after installation will ensure 
the turf gets established, and it will also have an impact on how well the lawn continues to flourish for years to come.

Ryno Lawn Care, LLC is always happy to help with local jobs in the D/FW area. If you’re visiting our site from another region, 
be sure to check out our friends at York Gardening Services for more excellent lawn care service!

Also, different grass types require different amounts of watering. Let’s take a look at some pro tips:

When To Water New Turfgrass Sod

Begin watering new turfgrass sod within a half hour after it is laid on the soil. Apply at least 2 to 3 cm. (1 inch) of water so 
that the soil beneath the turf is very wet. Ideally, the soil 7 to 10 cm. (3 to 4 inches) below the surface should be moist.

How To Water New Turfgrass Sod

Proper watering techniques are a critical aspect of lawn watering, equal in importance to the issues of when to water and 
how much to water. Here are several key factors to proper technique:

Avoid hand sprinkling because it cannot provide the necessary uniformity as most people do not have the patience, time 
or “eye” to adequately measure what is being applied across any larger areas of lawn. The only possible exception to this 
guideline would be the need to syringe the surface of the grass to cool it, or to provide additional water near buildings or 
other heat-reflecting surfaces.

Manual Watering

Hose-End Sprinklers range in complexity, cost and durability, but are highly portable and can provide uniform and consistent 
coverage, when properly placed on the yard and adequately maintained.

Sprinklers that do not throw the water high into the air are usually more efficient because prevailing winds are less disruptive 
of distribution patterns, the potential for evaporation loss is reduced and trees, shrubs and other plants do not block the 
pattern (or are very noticeable if they do).


